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Abstract 

The Passion of New Eve by Angela Carter is a feminist novel that explores the themes of gender 

and identity through the story of a man who is transformed into a woman in a dystopian future. 

The novel critiques traditional notions of femininity and masculinity, and critiques the 

patriarchal society in which the protagonist finds. Through the journey of the protagonist, the 

novel asserts the importance of women's agency and empowerment and challenges the societal 

norms that restrict women's freedom and autonomy. The novel is considered a seminal work of 

feminist literature and is recognized for its imaginative, daring, and challenging vision of 

gender and identity. 
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Angela Carter (1940-1992) was an English novelist, short story writer, and journalist. She was 

born in Eastbourne, England, and studied at the University of Bristol. Throughout her career, 

Carter was known for her bold, imaginative writing style and her interest in the fantastical and 

the macabre. She wrote several novels, including, "Shadow Dance" (1966), "Several 

Perceptions" (1968), "Heroes and Villains" (1969), "Love" (1971), "The Infernal Desire 

Machines of Doctor Hoffman" (1972), "The Passion of New Eve" (1977), "Nights at the 

Circus" (1984). Carter is perhaps best known for her collections of short stories like "The 

Bloody Chamber" (1979), and "Black Venus" (1985). These collections are notable for their 

feminist retellings of fairy tales and their exploration of themes such as gender, sexuality, and 

power. 

Angela Carter is widely considered a feminist novelist, as her work explores and critiques 

patriarchal structures and the oppression of women. She uses magical realism, fairy tales, and 

the surreal to subvert traditional gender roles and explore the fluidity of gender and sexual 
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identity. Her writing often features strong, unconventional female characters who challenge 

traditional norms and resist patriarchal control. 

In works such as The Passion of New Eve, Carter employs fantastical elements to deconstruct 

patriarchal myths and narratives, and to present alternative visions of female empowerment 

and agency. Through her writing, Carter advocates for a rethinking of traditional gender roles 

and the liberation of women from patriarchal oppression. Carter's writing is seen as a major 

contribution to the feminist literary tradition and continues to influence and inspire feminist 

writers and thinkers today. 

The Passion of New Eve was first published in 1977. The plot of the novel revolves around 

the journey of a young, middle-class Englishman named Evelyn who travels to America in 

search of a new identity. In America, Evelyn encounters a surreal and frightening world in 

which he is kidnapped and subjected to a series of bizarre surgical procedures that result in his 

transformation into a woman named Eve. As Eve, he experiences a journey of self-discovery 

and spiritual awakening and becomes embroiled in the machinations of a charismatic and 

mysterious religious leader named Zerdoun. 

Throughout the novel, Carter explores themes of gender, sexuality, and identity, as well as the 

nature of power and oppression. Through its use of surreal and fantastical elements, "The 

Passion of New Eve" critiques patriarchal structures and how they seek to control and define 

gender and sexuality. 

Angela Carter's The Passion of New Eve explores several central themes, including: 

• Gender and identity: The novel challenges traditional gender roles and explores 

the fluidity of gender and sexual identity. 

• Patriarchy: The novel critiques patriarchal structures and how women are 

oppressed and exploited by men. 

• Post-colonialism: The novel critiques colonialism and the exploitation of other 

cultures and peoples by the Western world. 
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• Science fiction and the uncanny: The novel blends science fiction and the 

uncanny to create a surreal and fantastical world that highlights the absurdity of 

societal norms. 

• Religion and spirituality: The novel explores the theme of spirituality and the 

idea of a spiritual awakening or transformation. 

These themes are woven together to create a complex and thought-provoking novel that 

challenges societal norms and conventions. 

Angela Carter is widely considered a feminist novelist, as her work explores and critiques 

patriarchal structures and the oppression of women. She uses magical realism, fairy tales, and 

the surreal to subvert traditional gender roles and explore the fluidity of gender and sexual 

identity. Her writing often features strong, unconventional female characters who challenge 

traditional norms and resist patriarchal control. 

In The Passion of New Eve, Carter employs fantastical elements to deconstruct patriarchal 

myths and narratives, and to present alternative visions of female empowerment and agency. 

Through her writing, Carter advocates for a rethinking of traditional gender roles and the 

liberation of women from patriarchal oppression. 

The significant theme in The Passion of New Eve is Androgyny. Androgyny is used to 

challenge traditional gender roles and explore the fluidity of gender and the boundaries of 

sexuality. 

• Critique of patriarchal society: The Passion of New Eve is a critique of patriarchal 

society and its strict gender norms. Through the character of Eve, Carter exposes the 

oppressive nature of patriarchal society and the limitations it places on women. 

• Exploration of gender and sexuality: By depicting the transformation of Eve into a 

hermaphrodite, Carter explores the fluidity of gender and the complexity of sexuality. 

The androgynous nature of Eve highlights the idea that gender is not fixed, but is instead 

a dynamic aspect of identity. 

• Subversion of gender norms: The androgynous nature of Eve subverts traditional 

gender norms and expectations, challenging the idea that gender and sexuality are 
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binary and static. By depicting a character who transcends gender boundaries, Carter 

questions the social and cultural norms that restrict individuals to prescribed gender 

roles. 

• Feminist critique: Through the character of Eve and her transformation, Carter critiques 

the patriarchal structures that seek to control and define femininity. The novel is a 

powerful feminist statement that challenges patriarchal norms and advocates for gender 

equality and sexual freedom. 

Androgyny is used in the novel to challenge traditional gender roles, explore the fluidity of 

gender and sexuality, subvert gender norms, and critique patriarchal society from a feminist 

perspective. 

The title The Passion of New Eve by Angela Carter has multiple layers of significance that 

reflect the central themes and motifs of the novel. Firstly, the use of the word "passion" alludes 

to the religious concept of passion, which refers to the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. This 

reference to religion sets the tone for the novel's exploration of spirituality and the idea of a 

spiritual awakening or transformation. 

Additionally, the word "passion" also suggests a kind of intense experience or transformation, 

which is certainly a theme of the novel, as the protagonist Evelyn undergoes a profound 

transformation into the woman Eve. This transformation is not just physical, but also spiritual, 

as Eve learns to reject the patriarchal norms that once defined her and reclaim her own identity. 

The use of the word "new" in the title emphasizes the idea of change and renewal, as the 

protagonist embarks on a journey of self-discovery and reinvention. This is particularly 

significant given the central theme of gender and identity, as the protagonist's transformation 

into a woman represents a rejection of traditional gender norms and the creation of a new, 

alternative identity. 

The title The Passion of New Eve is a rich and multi-layered title that reflects the central 

themes and motifs of Angela Carter's novel. Through its references to religion, intense 

experience, and change, the title captures the novel's exploration of gender, identity, 

spirituality, and liberation. 
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Angela Carter was a highly influential figure in the feminist literary movement and made 

significant contributions to the field of feminist literary criticism. Through her writing, she 

sought to challenge patriarchal structures and norms and to present alternative visions of 

gender, sexuality, and power. 

One of Carter's key contributions to the feminist movement was her innovative use of 

fantastical and surreal elements to subvert patriarchal myths and narratives. In works such as 

The Passion of New Eve, she used fairy tales, legends, and surreal imagery to deconstruct 

patriarchal myths and present alternative visions of female empowerment and agency. 

In The Passion of New Eve, Angela Carter makes use of the fairy tale genre to subvert 

patriarchal myths and to present alternative visions of gender, sexuality, and power. One of the 

ways that Carter uses fairy tales in the novel is through her references to familiar fairy tale 

motifs and themes. For example, the protagonist Eve's journey can be seen as a version of the 

classic fairy tale motif of the "quest," as she embarks on a journey of self-discovery and 

reinvention. Additionally, the novel features references to other fairy tale themes, such as the 

idea of the "other," the dangers of temptation, and the idea of a transformative experience. 

Another way that Carter uses fairy tales in the novel is through her subversion of traditional 

fairy tale tropes and stereotypes. For example, she reimagines traditional fairy tale characters, 

such as the prince, the wicked witch, and the fairy godmother, in new and unconventional ways. 

This allows her to critique patriarchal norms and present alternative visions of femininity and 

masculinity that reject traditional gender roles and stereotypes. 

Additionally, Carter uses fairy tales to deconstruct patriarchal myths and to present alternative 

narratives of female empowerment and agency. For example, she reimagines traditional fairy 

tale motifs, such as the idea of the "damsel in distress," and transforms them into stories of 

female resistance and empowerment. 

Carter's writing was also notable for its exploration of the fluidity of gender and sexual identity. 

Through her characters, she challenged traditional gender roles and presented alternative 

visions of femininity and masculinity that reject patriarchal norms and stereotypes. 
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 Carter's writing was significant in that it sought to explore the intersections of gender, 

sexuality, and power. Through her characters and their experiences, she critiqued patriarchal 

structures and how they seek to control and define gender and sexuality. 

 Carter's significant contribution was her critique of the limitations of conventional feminist 

theory. Through her writing, she challenged the idea that there is a single, unified feminist 

perspective and instead sought to present a range of feminist perspectives and experiences. 

Carter's writing is seen as a major contribution to the feminist literary tradition and continues 

to influence and inspire feminist writers and thinkers today. 
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