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“The subject of empowerment of women has becoming a burning 
issue all over the world including India since last few decades. 
Many agencies of United Nations in their reports have emphasized 
that gender issue is to be given utmost priority. It is held that 
women now cannot be asked to wait for any more for equality.” 

 
The position and status of women all over the world has risen incredibly in the 20th 

century. We find that it has been very low in 18th and 19th centuries in India and elsewhere 
when they were treated like ‘objects’ that can be bought and sold. For a long time women in 
India remained within the four walls of their household. A long struggle going back over a 
century has brought women the property rights, voting rights, equality in civil rights before 
the law in matters of marriage and employment 
 
Domestic Violence:                

Domestic violence against women is any act of gender-based violence that results in, 
or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, 
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring 
in public or in private life.In India where almost half of the population are women, they have 
always been ill-treated and deprived of their right to life and personal liberty as provided 
under the constitution of India. Women are always considered as a physically and 
emotionally weaker than the males, whereas at present women have proved themselves in 
almost every field of life affirming that they are no less than men due to their hard work 
whether at home or working places. Behind closed doors of homes all across our country, 
people are being tortured, beaten and killed. It is happening in rural areas, towns, cities and in 
metropolitans as well. It is crossing all social classes, genders, racial lines and age groups. It 
is becoming a legacy being passed on from one generation to another. But offences against 
women which reflects the pathetic reality that women are just not safe and secure anywhere. 
According to a latest report prepared by India’s National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), a 
crime has been recorded against women in every three minutes in India. Every 60 minutes, 
two women are raped in this country. Every six hours, a young married woman is found 
beaten to death, burnt or driven to  
 
suicide 

Violence against women is not a new phenomenon. Women have to bear the burns of 
domestic, public, physical as well as emotional and mental violence against them, which 
affects her status in the society at the larger extent. The statistics of increasing crimes against 
women is shocking, where women are subjected to violence attacks i.e. foeticide, infanticide, 
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medical neglect, child marriages, bride burning, sexual abuse of girl child, forced marriages, 
rapes, prostitution, sexual harassment at home as well as  work places etc. In all the above 
cases women is considered as aggrieved person. 

The term used to describe this exploding problem of violence within our homes is 
‘Domestic Violence’. This violence is towards someone who we are in a relationship with, be 
it a wife, husband, son, daughter, mother, father, grandparent or any other family member. It 
can be a male’s or a female’s atrocities towards another male or a female. Anyone can be a 
victim and a victimizer. This violence has a tendency to explode in various forms such as 
physical, sexual or emotional. ‘Domestic Violence’ includes harms or injuries which 
endangers women’s health, safety, life, limb or well-being, whether mental or physical. It 
may also be through physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and economic abuse. According to 
‘United Nation Population Fund Report’, around two-third of married Indian women are 
victims of Domestic Violence attacks and as  many as 70 per cent of married women in India 
between the age of 15 and 49 are victims of beating, rape or forced sex. In India, more than 
55 percent of the women suffer from Domestic Violence, especially in the states of Bihar, 
U.P., M.P. and other northern 
 
States 

What amounts to domestic violence against women? -Domestic Violence undoubtedly 
a human right issue where it is very important to know what actually leads to act of domestic 
violence.The most common causes for women stalking and battering include:-  
exploitation of women for demanding more dowry, discrimination of women, alienation of 
women’s self-acquired property fraudulently, torture by husband and in-laws of the husband, 
arguing with the partner, refusing to have sex with the partner, neglecting children, going out 
of home without telling the partner, not cooking properly or on time, indulging in extra 
marital affairs, not looking after in-laws, cruelty by husband or in-laws mentally or 
physically, abusing & insulting by using vulgar language, sexual harassment, molestation, 
immoral traffic, rape, sodomy and all other inhuman acts. In all above stated causes women 
are subjected to torture and will be considered as the aggrieved person.  
             Usually violence takes place due to lack of understandings between the couple as 
well as  in the family. Prevention against Domestic violence To prevent violence against 
women and to protect the rights of aggrieved women, the legislation ‘The Protection of 
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005’ was passed by the parliament. According to this 
act every women who have been deprived of their right to life by the act of husband or 
relatives of the husband, can file a complaint to the  
protection officer, police officer or magistrate in the form of ‘Domestic Incident Report’ 
(Similar to FIR). Complaint can be filed by the victim /aggrieved person or relatives, it will 
be considered as the prima-facie evidence of the offence. 
 
 
Acts  
THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
 



THINK INDIA JOURNAL 
ISSN:0971-1260 

Vol-22- Issue-38-December-2019 
 

P a g e  | 117 Copyright ⓒ 2019Authors 

 
 

ACT, 2005 
An Act to provide for more effective protection of the rights of women guaranteed 

under the Constitution who are victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family 
and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 
 
Conclusion: 

Women are playing bigger and bigger role in economic field: as workers, consumers, 
entrepreneurs, managers and investors. According to a report of The Economist, ‘Women and 
the World Economy’, in 1950, only one-third of American women of working age had a paid 
job. Today, two-thirds do, and women make up almost half of American’s workforce. In fact, 
almost everywhere, including India, more women are employed, though their share is still 
very low. Manufacturing work, traditionally a male preserve, has declined, while jobs in 
services have expanded, reducing the demand for manual labour and putting the sexes on 
equal footing. We can now see women in almost every field: architecture, lawyers, financial 
services, engineering, medical and IT jobs. They have also entered service occupations such 
as a nurse, a beautician, a sales worker, a waitress, etc. Some of the largest milestones on the 
international level for the prevention of violence against women include: The 1993 World 
Conference on Human Rights, which recognized violence against women as a human rights 
violation, and which contributed to the following UN declaration. In 1996, the World Health 
Assembly (WHA) declared violence a major public health issue, and included in the subtypes 
recognized were intimate partner violence and sexual violence, two kinds of violence which 
are often  
perpetrated as violence against women. 
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