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Shashikant Nishant Sharma is a notable figure in the realm of urban planning and sustainable 

development. His research contributions have been documented in various academic journals 

and publications, shedding light on urban forms, sustainable development strategies, participatory 

planning, and societal issues. In this article, we will delve into his research, focusing on "Urban 

Forms in Planning and Design" published in the International Journal of Research in 2014. 

 

Exploring "Urban Forms in Planning and Design" 

In his 2014 publication titled "Urban Forms in Planning and Design," Shashikant Nishant Sharma 

presents a comprehensive exploration of urban forms and their role in the planning and design of 

cities and communities. The research, featured in the International Journal of Research, delves 

into the various dimensions that urban forms encompass, highlighting their significance in shaping 

urban landscapes and influencing the way people interact with their environment. 

 

Key Themes Explored 

Urban Planning and Design: Sharma underscores the fundamental connection between urban 

forms and the planning and design of cities. He emphasizes that the design of urban spaces 

should not be arbitrary but should stem from a thorough understanding of the needs and 

aspirations of the community. 

 

Sustainable Development: Aligning with his commitment to sustainable development, Sharma 

discusses the importance of integrating sustainability principles into urban planning and design. 

He advocates for environmentally friendly and socially inclusive urban forms that promote long-

term sustainability and resilience. 

 

Participatory Planning: Sharma advocates for involving the community in the planning and design 

process. He stresses that the participation of citizens in decision-making fosters a sense of 

ownership and ensures that urban forms are more attuned to the actual needs and desires of the 

residents. 

 

Social and Environmental Considerations: The research delves into how urban forms can impact 

social interactions and environmental sustainability. It highlights the need to create urban forms 

that facilitate a sense of community and foster environmentally responsible behaviors. 

 

Insights and Impact 
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Sharma's research has undoubtedly made a substantial contribution to the field of urban planning 

and design. By presenting a holistic view of urban forms, he has encouraged a more thoughtful 

and purposeful approach to city planning. His emphasis on sustainability and participatory 

planning has influenced urban development strategies, fostering a shift towards more 

environmentally conscious and community-centric urban designs. 

 

Beyond "Urban Forms in Planning and Design": A Glimpse into Other Works 

Apart from his exploration of urban forms, Shashikant Nishant Sharma has contributed 

significantly to various other domains related to urban development and societal well-being. His 

works include research on sustainable development strategies, rural sanitation schemes, 

employment guarantee schemes, evaluation of government programs, and more. Each of these 

works showcases his dedication to understanding and improving the urban and rural landscapes 

in India and beyond. 

 

"Urban Forms in Planning and Design" by Shashikant Nishant Sharma is a seminal work that 

delves into the intricate relationship between urban forms, city planning, and architectural design. 

Published in the International Journal of Research in 2014, this research piece illuminates the 

profound impact that the layout, structure, and aesthetics of a city have on its functionality, 

livability, and sustainability. 

 

Understanding Urban Forms 

Urban forms encompass the physical layout, structure, and design of a city, including buildings, 

streets, parks, and infrastructure. They are a reflection of the historical, cultural, social, and 

economic dynamics of a community. Sharma's research underscores the critical role that urban 

forms play in shaping the character and identity of cities. 

 

Integration of Urban Forms in Planning 

Sharma emphasizes the importance of integrating urban forms seamlessly into the planning 

process. Effective urban planning considers the historical context, geographic features, climate, 

and the needs of the community to create a design that fosters harmony between the built 

environment and the natural surroundings. This integration ensures the creation of functional, 

aesthetically pleasing, and sustainable urban spaces. 

 

Sustainable Urban Forms 

Sustainability is a core tenet of modern urban planning, and Sharma's research echoes this 

sentiment. He discusses how urban forms can be tailored to promote sustainability, focusing on 

aspects such as energy efficiency, waste management, water conservation, and the use of eco-

friendly materials. By designing cities with sustainability in mind, urban planners can mitigate 

environmental impact and ensure the well-being of current and future generations. 

 

Participatory Approach in Design 

Involving the community in the design and planning process is a key theme in Sharma's research. 

He advocates for a participatory approach where the residents and stakeholders actively 
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contribute to shaping urban forms. This inclusive strategy ensures that the design caters to the 

specific needs and preferences of the community, ultimately resulting in more functional and 

socially cohesive urban spaces. 

 

Social and Economic Implications 

Sharma's research also explores the social and economic implications of urban forms. He 

discusses how the design of a city influences social interactions, economic activities, and overall 

quality of life. A well-designed urban form can facilitate community engagement, economic 

growth, and a sense of belonging among residents. 

 

Impact and Future Directions 

"Urban Forms in Planning and Design" has had a profound impact on urban planners, architects, 

researchers, and policymakers. It has encouraged a shift towards a more holistic and sustainable 

approach to urban development. Moving forward, Sharma's research serves as a foundational 

guide for creating cities that prioritize functionality, aesthetics, sustainability, and the well-being 

of their inhabitants. 

 

In conclusion, Shashikant Nishant Sharma's research on urban forms has greatly enriched the 

discourse on urban planning and design. It underscores the imperative of thoughtful, inclusive, 

and sustainable design practices to ensure that our cities evolve into vibrant, harmonious, and 

environmentally responsible spaces. 

 

Conclusion 

Shashikant Nishant Sharma's research, particularly "Urban Forms in Planning and Design," has 

left an indelible mark on the discourse surrounding urban planning and design. His insights 

continue to shape the way cities are conceived and developed, emphasizing sustainability, 

inclusivity, and active community involvement. As we navigate the challenges of urbanization and 

work towards a more sustainable future, Sharma's contributions serve as guiding lights, steering 

us in the direction of responsible urban development. 
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