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A review of literature within the past threw into viewpoint that children’s literature 
perceived to don't have any set in it, and if the least bit an area, solely a peripheral one. 
twentieth century discussions and studies prove that children’s literature, a quick developing 
pasture, has paralleled the remainder of literature from a minimum of the mid-eighteenth 
century, encompassing just about all genres and quite thousands of authors. reflective on the 
various and totally different opinions and attitudes, one interprets that children’s books, 
culturally formative and of mammoth exaltation edagogically, intellectually and amiably, 
can't be outlined by typical matter characteristics either of favor or content. ‘Children’s book’ 
has been outlined in conditions that distinction it to books for adults; in terms of its technical 
details; what it does; United Nations agency it's self-addressed to etc, reflective on what has 
been understood is given below. the actual term ‘Children’s book’ is somewhat a current 
development. Till then:  

 

[. . .] books were just books: some you liked, some your ten year old 

grandson liked, some were read by adults, while many writers such as 

Dickens were also enjoyed by children. (Tunis, 24) 

 

This same state of affairs lingers even nowadays. Adult books like the road attorney 
and therefore the Runaway Jury by John Grisham area unit of browse by kids, and tons of 
mature up browsers usually read and re-read children’s books like The Wizard of Oz and C. 
S. Lewis’ Narnia series. Tales of fantasy like Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, The Harry 
Potter series or The Sagas of J. R. R. John Ronald Reuel Tolkien have a particularly wide 
audience from kids through teenagers to adults and even the previous too. Classics like 
Gulliver’s Travels, Huck Finn, David Copperfield and Mill on the Floss offer to everybody 
alike. Gulliver’s Travels abundant by method of adventures, voyages to the unidentified and 
predicaments petition to kids although self-addressed to adults. These books hierarchic as 
Children’s Classics weren't specifically written for youngsters. 
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Children browse them for wish of additional acceptable reading and that they didn't 
derive from such books all that they provide additional grown-up, old readers. a number of 
favourite passages area unit enjoyed, massive and troublesome parts area unit skipped to 
work out the top of the journey, that may be a vital one and would have inactive the interest 
of youngsters. The complicated and refined parts and therefore the messages area unit method 
on the far side their restricted understanding. Children’s books are browse as literature solely 
presently within the yank Academy. before the Nineteen Seventies their study was confined 
nearly solely to the fields of education and humanities. Thus, despite the increasing attention 
from literature departments, children’s literary criticism in America nowadays remains 
knowledge domain. a quick developing domain, this species of writing has been enclosed 
within the teachers within the west particularly in Europe, America and Australia.  

 

The Dawn 

The initiation of children’s literature (that is, literature meant specifically for a baby 
audience) lies within the Puritan society of seventeenth century England. Their core interest 
for writing for youngsters was to in still their spiritual tenets in their own kids through the 
readings. The ethical preparation of a baby for death framed the crux of those novels, 
attributed to the high mortality of youngsters within the sixteenth and seventeenth century, so 
that, the Puritans deemed it imperative to instruct kids to stop them from reaching to Hell 
Associate in Nursingd as a standard entree to an once life in heaven. Herein we discover the 
start of the “instruct” operate of literature meant for youngsters. “Delight” in children’s 
literature receded into the background. kids derived Brobdingnagian pleasure from adult 
literature. before the nineteenth century, kids gravitated to such works as Defoe’s fictitious 
character (1719), and Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels (1726). These journey stories created up for 
the dearth in their literature. the idea that the instruction adjusted works was entirely morbid, 
forbidding or ugly is dishonest  as ridiculous components among a variety in didacticism 
from intense to moderate crowded the texts. however the forces of literature as instruction 
remained terribly powerful, till well into the nineteenth century, once its influence waned a 
little; didacticism in children’s literature remains a force to be reckoned by method of , even 
today.  

 

Motifs in Children’s Literature 

By method of the appearance of the 20thcentury, discussions of children’s literature 
usually centred on the standing of adult critiques of the genre. These discussions have 
initiated many definitions of children’s literature that validate specific varieties of analysis 
still as support the premise that children’s literature exists before its definition. Twentieth 
century debates on children’s literature primarily outline it in 2 modes; one, in terms of genre, 
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that argues that children’s literature is outlined by a collection of internal conventions that 
distinguish it from alternative genres. as an alternative, children’s literature is seen as a sub-
genre of a bigger class like fantasy or journey. The second mode argues that children’s 
literature is that, that addresses kids. Eachapproach, powerful and ostensible, appear to have 
an effect on a number of the tensions and, contradictions inherent within the Victorian 
discourses regarding the kid. 

Whatever the approach, this genre is characterised by “the presence of the kid 
protagonist, larger flexibility regarding the likelihood of narrative events, the revenant plot 
components like the hunt, the journey through time, falls and rises of fortunes and varied 
forms of initiation into adult life.”(Srinivasan 5) From this definition one cannot however 
settle for the actual fact that bound powers of art unconditional in adult and youngsters 
literature area unit identical. The conventions characterizing children’s books will equally 
well characterize adult books; ‘the quest and journeys through time; still as fantasy and 
magic, simplicity and adventure’ is synchronic of the adult canon. This means that the 
distinction between the 2 categories isn't marked by ‘form’ or ‘essence’ however solely by 
‘degree’. 

 

The Footage of Children’s Stories 

The most vital motif on shaping children’s book consistent with its technical details, 
is that the question of length. Children’s books area unit wide accepted as short, rather ‘thin’ 
books. it had been rare, in children’s fiction, to search out a three-hundred and fifty page 
entertainment, until J. K.  

Rowling’s Harry Potter series came to be. On Associate in nursing customary, a 2 
hundred page was the limit. This caters to authors as numerous because the British author 
Enid Blyton (by method of her journey, animal and college stories that area unit usually adore 
fantasy, therefore single area unit they, from the globe of reality); and additionally to the 
yank author Louisa might Alcott (by method of  Jo March and her sisters within the very little 
girls series that area unit utterly realistic novels) – dealing by method of  everyday issues and 
hassles reception and at school). Regardless of the theme is; the books area unit sometimes 
identical length, regarding 2 hundred pages.  

 

Animals in Children’s Stories 

Animals because the protagonists or as supporters of the protagonists, is yet one more 
convention delineate in children’s literature. The White Rabbit, the March Hare, the mythical 
monster and Mock Turtle in Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland area unit on par by 
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method of  Alice. In children’s books they're not distinct from the same old, whether or not 
they area unit kids, adults or animals. C. S. Lewis delineate it thus: 

 

The life of all characters (in most children’s books) is that of children 

for whom everything is provided and who take everything for granted. 

But in other ways it is the life of adults. They go where they like and do 

what they please, they arrange their own lives.    (On Stories, 14) 

 

This is expressly true of fantasy, still because the fantastic journey stories by authors 
like Dodgson, Enid Blyton and J. K. Rowling, whose characters expertise the liberty of 
childhood. The child’s ability to separate the cut-off purpose, is after all difficult; therefore 
authors typically try and keep at bay generous experiences from their books. Excessive 
emotions and various horror is taboo in youngsters’s literature as children don't seem to be 
seasoned to such emotions. Restricted and narrowed down on the face of it by the affective 
and logical limits of youngsters, divergent experiences are obviously non-existent in 
children’s literature. The childhood and lack of information in youngsters indirectly impose 
limitations on authors. Adult arenas in children’s books, although a posh expertise, ought to 
be bestowed from the stand purpose of the kid in order that it are often formed by the child-
reader. Incest, abortions, sexual activity and lots of alternative topics associated among sex in 
children’s books, currently treated in books for teenagers cannot be referred to as children’s 
books although it attracts the eye of teenagers and allows them to be sensitive to such issues. 
in line with Tucker: 

Although children may be highly interested in sex, adult relationships 

and the pattern – or lack of it – in life itself, there are ways of treating 

all these subjects that will mean more to an adult than to a child, 

because of his greater experience of such things. 

(Suitable for Children, 19)  

Adults in Children’s Books 

Adult figures in children’s books ar significantly negligible; if necessary, they're 
depicted during a negative lightweight or crucial tone. Adults typically relegated to the 
background, provide food, alternative comforts and wants to the kid character. unbroken 
removed from the neighbourhood, they happen within the book to assist, to recommendation 
and within the finish to congratulate the children’s activities as altogether Enid Blyton’s 
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myriad stories of journey and mystery, Franklin W. Dixon’s Hardy Boys and Carolyn 
Keene’s city Drew series. 

The realms of magic and fantasy ar affluent in youngsters’ books as children don't 
seem to be extremely inquisitive about reality. Similar themes ar represented at the same time 
in books for adults too. Children’s literature abounds during a heap of genres, from the hunt 
in fantasy, the dishonourable by with rags-to-riches story or contrariwise, the verification of 
identity, the ordeal and therefore the progress of the kid heroes and heroines as illustrated in 
Rowling’s texts. The realms of magic and fantasy, a outstanding motif in children’s books, 
close by means of social values, shirk from reality. 

 

Stratagem 

Plots ar restricted to 1 or 2 on the face of it as youngsters realize it troublesome to 
cope by means of  sub-plots, flash-backs and multiple themes. In line with McDowell: 

Not many threads run through the story. There will be twists and 

turns and reversals [. . .] but the main thread, or threads if it is a 

two-in-hand, must be kept going and not be held up by sub-plots 

rising and dying across the part of action. (152) 

 

Rowling barricades all restrictions of plot structure, narratology and lineament. She 
has transgressed all social laws in inculcating spiritual values, yoking along sensible and 
dangerous. although the most plot is that the fight between problem Potter and Lord 
Voldemort, frequent sub-plots just like the developing relationship amongst the buddies, 
adolescent crushes, competitions, faculty life, family relations and lots of additional, denotive 
to the most plot ar essentially enclosed. These sub-plots adhere utterly to the most plot 
throughout the event of the novel.  

 

Tutelage 

Didacticism pervades the powerful and standard domain of children’s literature, 
basically wicker by withother exponents of the story. Most youngsters’s books return to an in 
depth exuding happiness line to a selected want that children have. in line with bishop 
Tucker: 
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Children have a strong wish, usually reflected in children’s literature, 

that stories should always be quite clearly rounded off, by way of  

justice more or less seen to be done, even if this works against 

characters by way of  whom children may generally sympathize. 

(The Child, 10) 

 

In adult fiction specifically in lightweight romantic fiction, it's thought-about 
unrealistic and relegated to the outer boundary by most adult writers. The optimistic inborn 
quality of a baby makes it imperative that the ending be happy for the nice, encompassing 
pain and suffering enroute, and therefore the wicked are taken to trial although they prosper 
at the start. associate degree ending as represented within the Mill on the Floss, lady Bovary 
and fictitious character can ne'er attractiveness or arrest the eye of youngsters. Pragmatic to 
the core, children’s stories ought to sport a didactical ending. “For youngsters ar innocent and 
love justice, whereas most folks ar wicked and naturally like mercy.” (Tucker, appropriate for 
youngsters, 20) 

Initially, gap out vistas, books for youngsters were meant to extend horizons, extend 
the imagination, separate right from wrong, and impart pleasure at the same time. Thus, the 
first works of children’s fiction preached, corrected and took to justice, the wrongs 
committed, specializing in the proper decisions to be created. However within the nineteen 
forties, an entire amendment had materialized; the kid character was given a option to 
decipher between right and wrong. in line with C. S. Lewis, imposing morals in children’s 
stories is ‘impertinent’ if it doesn't arise naturally. A story sans an ethical is additional 
grateful than a story by means of  a moral: 

 

The child as reader is neither to be patronized nor idolized: we 

talk to him as man to man. But the worst attitude of all would be 

the professional attitude which regards children in the lump as a 

sort of raw material which we have to handle. We must of course 

try to do them no harm: we may, under the influence, sometimes 

dare to hope that we may do them good.  But only such good as 

involves treating them by way of  respect. 

 

(On Three Ways, 34)  
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The Roles of Adults in Children’s Literature 

Apart from mechanics a reality forgotten opportunely, sidled to the recesses on 
discussing children’s literature involves the forefront, that is, all children’s fiction is that the 
domain of adults. Ruled by adults, children’s fiction is written, edited, published, reviewed, 
optional, bought and sold by them. Thus the thought of the authors and therefore the label 
characters particularly of adults are natural or thrust upon these books and on the kid reader. 
These artefacts varied in mode and frames ar sequestered into many technological guises 
beneath the names of fantasy, realistic stories, adventures, allegories and lots of additional. 
An unbelievable impact at that point resulted during a sizable amount of realistic fiction. 
These books, reflective the social angle, events and culture of the time, were eaten by all 
readers. Realistic fiction by writers like Louisa Alcott, associate degree epitome of 
knowledge concerning society careened as resources for social history. 

Reasonable fiction, a by-product of social and economic changes, may well be 
referred to as domestic novel or its shut relative, the children’s family story. Alcott’s very 
little ladies, recommended each by ladies and their folks was a radical girl’s book that 
inculcated tradition and alter along during a easy and true means by means of each sound 
ethical message and large attractiveness for women. These books by means of acquainted 
values, its intimate description, spirited fascinating facet, simplicity, normal and true, catered 
powerfully to women. The characterization, on the opposite hand, touched children’s 
literature a large step removed from the strictly semantic role of teacher and into the realm of 
‘real’ literature. 

A child character, one among the basics of a children’s book is seen in associate 
degree adult’s book too. It are often subtracted that the apparent distinction is that the purpose 
of read adopted by the author, that determines the reader of the book. A kidren’s book written 
from the kid’s standard point endlessly holds the eye of the child. Its purpose of read doesn't 
take issue half-way or at the other time. On the opposite hand a baby within the adult’s book, 
will have 2 perspectives; that of associate degree adult trying into his past, recollecting his 
innocence associate degree sensibilities and act it to his reader; or is thru the attitude of an 
adult. This twin thought by means of a fluctuation between the 2 ideas depicts a double read 
that is either dependable or contradictory.  

 

The Different Themes in Children’s Literature 

Making statements concerning ‘Writing for Children’ may be a favourite interest of 
writers for youngsters, giving rise to a quality of themes, although earlier on mere surveys 
utterly dominated by the author’s inclinations with success thrived making a canon for 
children’s literature, that persisted into current years. Ignore social and political implications, 
these critics advocated the presentation of ancient values, giving rise to books that were in the 
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main informative. By with surfacing and development of literary theories, criticism of 
children’s books additionally underwent dynamic changes. Following the norms advocated in 
adult books, varied theories were enforced on the thus referred to as children’s books leading 
to completely different interpretations.  

The world of youngsters and their literature may be a world of reality and fantasy 
juxtaposed; a magic kingdom, utterly empty of the apparent management of adults or a world 
by with control of adults. It communicated varied ideologies and values that ought to be taken 
into thought. However children’s literature ought to even be looked into as a supply of delight 
and data. Peter Hunt wrote that children’s literature ought to be studied 

[. . .] because it is important, and because it is fun – children’s 

books have, and have had, great social and educational influence; 

they are important both politically and commercially. From a 

historical point of view children’s books are a valuable 

contribution to social,  literacy and bibliographical history: from a 

modern point of view, they are vital to literacy and culture [. . .] 

(Criticism, 17) 

Figures of authority particularly lecturers and oldsters generally would agree that the 
reading of stories may be a fascinating factor by approach of youngsters. 

 

Fantasy Literature 

Fantasy Literature, one among the rising and also the most powerful genres of 
children’s literature may be a genre, that has undergone Associate in Nursing evolution from 
Associate in Nursing earlier detached, light-hearted approach to a deep, informative and 
powerful one, inculcating values of these days, forcefully through the characters of fantasy. 
The terribly word ‘fiction’ perpetuates unreality, so no work of fiction are often known as 
real. No work of fiction eventuates precisely the approach it had been written; however 
Associate in Nursing plain work of realism like Alex Hailey’s The Roots is clearly converse 
to a patent physical object of fantasy like Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 
Yet, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland contains characters like those one might meet in ‘real 
life’. Its protagonists speak English, Alice breathes air, has 2 legs like every alternative young 
kid. As Eric S. Rabkin suggests within the Fantastic in Literature, Associate in Nursing 
importance upon this oppositive relevance reality frequently seems within the individual 
work itself: 
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While fairy tales use the World of attraction as their location, and are 

therefore highly fantastic, a true fantasy such as Alice continues to 

reserve its ground rules again and again [. . .] Fantasies may be 

generally famous from other narratives by this: the very nature of 

ground rules, of how we know things, on what basis we make 

assumptions, in short, the problem of knowing infects Fantasies at all 

levels, in their settings, in their methods, in their characters, in their 

plots. (37) 

Fantasy and our starting of what's fantastic rely on our read of reality: what we 
discover not possible and sudden follows from what we discover probable and certain, so 
the|and also the} fantastic can therefore essentially vary by withindividual and also the age. 
Several of the fundamental 

assumptions that the centre Ages or the eighteenth century created concerning society, 
attribute, the external world and also the laws that govern it seems outre upon this bank and 
shoal, whereas several of our century's slant towards body and strength, like its technological, 
artistic, and political creations, would seem as pure fantasy to earlier times. Air travel, 
telecommunications, lasers, and creation of constituent were found solely within the realms 
of magic and faerie however a brief time agone. However, obsolete ideas of reality within the 
early works of image and literature don't, by themselves, produce in U.S. these days a way of 
the amazing.  

Fantasy is one among the foremost unclear notions in literary criticism, and it's 
usually, wont to denote something that's not straight realistic prose, particularly by approach 
of within the alentours of children’s literature. it's been treated as a genre, a style, or an 
outline technique, and it's typically considered strictly conventional fiction.  

 

The Two Principal Motifs in Fantasy 

Most students build a transparent distinction between what they assume square 
measure the 2 principal motifs: Secondary Worlds and time travel or time displacement. 
there's actually additional obsession by approach of  time per se in time-shift fantasy, that is, 
within the terribly notion of your time, its philosophical implications, and its metaphysical 
character.  
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Goblins, Elves, Giants and Centaurs in Rowling 

On the opposite hand, Rowling’s goblins, elves, giants and centaurs introduced to the 
reader bright, square measure equally anthropomorphosis. so the evil spirit is represented as 
follows: “The evil spirit was a few head shorter than Harry. He had a brunette, clever face, a 
pointed beard and Harry noticed terribly long fingers and feet.” (Philosopher’s Stone, 56) 
whereas large| the enormous| the large} is delineated as “A giant of a person was standing 
within the entryway. His face was virtually utterly hidden by a protracted, shaggy mane of 
hair and a wild, tangled beard; however you may puzzle out his eyes, glistering like black 
beetles beneath all the hair.” (Philosopher’s Stone, 39) The elf as illustrated by Rowling: 
“The very little creature on the bed had massive, bat-like ears and bulging inexperienced eyes 
the dimensions of court game balls.” (Chamber of Secrets, 15) Centaur us, that is additional 
human than the evil spirit and elf is pictured thus “To the waist, a man, by approach of  red 
hair and beard, however below that was a horse’s gleaming chestnut body by approach of a 
protracted, cherry tail.” (Philosopher’s Stone, 184). of these descriptions develop these 
characters in our own minds terribly life-like and charming. The on top of creatures has a 
deep understanding by with character of the novels. They respect and admire Harry all told 
the novels. every of those creatures has motivations and their individuality.  

 

Conclusion  

This article is tried to gift a coherent thought of children’s literature, its origin and its 
development. Also, however it's branched out into numerous designs, forms, and by approach 
of totally different themes, and also the writers’ use of assorted sorts of language, looking on 
the sort and also the explicit age, during which he or she writes. Most of this writing caters to 
{a explicit| a specific| a selected} crowd during a particular culture and this defines whether 
or not that specific book is restricted solely thereto cluster or whether or not it'll be enjoyed 
by everybody alike. well-liked| hottest| most well liked| preferred| most well-liked} inventive 
writing and popular culture, although usually termed ‘ephemera’ provide a life-like portrayal 
of the society of the time. Children’s fiction and literature, typically classified as standard 
fiction will no less.  

In spite of advancing technology, the materialism of the age and also the growing 
sophistication of youngsters, fantasy has maintained its position in West Germanic language 
children’s literature. It’s continuing to some extent to be a British speciality, particularly 
recently. Earlier on, it had been opined that fantasy was a type of shake off reality; however 
at the present, because of the standard of fantasy literature published; such Associate in 
nursing opinion not rises. 
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